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Government announced that in regard to the areas
in Arabia which were free and independent before
the War, and areas emancipated from Turkish rule
by the action of the Arabs themselves during the
War, they recognised the complete and sovereign
independence of the Arabs inhabiting these
areas, and supported them in their struggle for
freedom. The wording of this reply was perhaps
unfortunate, for it cannot have been intended to
cancel the whole of the correspondence with Sherif
Hussein in the course of which His Majesty's
Government had defined the area in which they
regarded themselves as free to act. One can only
suppose that whoever authorised this reply never
dreamt that the tiny Arab force which was then at
Aba'l Lissan and AJkaba would before five months
were out have taken part in the capture of Aleppo,
five hundred miles away.
When I saw this document for the first time in
the Foreign Office, it at once became clear to me
why the Arabs had made such superhuman efforts
to win their race with the British cavalry into
Deraa, Damascus, and Aleppo; for while it can
hardly be said that any of these areas was emanci-
pated by the action of the Arabs themselves, the
Arab forces certainly played an important part in
their emancipation. I understood, too, for the first
time why I had so often been asked, after the fall of
Damascus, who had really taken the city. Was it
the British Army or was it our Lord Feisal ? I had
always answered that as Feisal had at least six
hundred men with him and General Chauvel not
more than fifteen thousand, it did not seem to me
that there could be any doubt about the reply, but I
had never realised what lay behind the question.